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Dr. Walid Bin Sulaiman
Abanumay

Arbitration continues to take root as the international tool
for facilitating global commerce and attracting international
investments across borders and continents. It derives its global
commercial appeal from the universality of the regulatory
framework established with UNCITRAL. Among the 169
State parties to the New York Convention on the Recognition
and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, 85 States have
fashioned their own national arbitration laws after the UNCITRAL
Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration, including
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

SCCA embodies the universality of arbitration beginning
with its Board of Directors, the third term of which began in
March 2021 with member appointments by high order. With
all of them leading institutional arbitration experts with diverse
backgrounds in terms of specialization, these Board members
were brought together to enrich SCCA with their expertise and
enhance its international standing in the industry.

SCCA also named new members to its Advisory Committee
and its Committee for Administrative Decisions. These new
members are high-level international arbitration figures and
are part of SCCA's effort to provide ADR services consistent with
international standards and best practices. SCCA's Arbitrator
and Mediator Roster surpassed 355 arbitrators and mediators
encompassing 20 specializations, 24 nationalities, and 19
languages.

The global nature of SCCA Board of Directors, Committees,
and Arbitrator and Mediator Roster is also reflected in its
caseload and client composition. Since SCCA was founded, the
cases registered with it have involved parties with 19 different
nationalities.

The ADR industry in Saudi Arabia has not been untouched
by the comprehensive efforts to bring industry into line with
international standards and best practices. Last year, we
witnessed several steps in this regard in the legislative and
judicial spheres.

Saudi Center
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In September 2021, the Judicial Costs Law was enacted,
imposing a fee on lawsuits and motions filed in court, with
some exceptions. Thereby encouraging parties to consider
alternative ways to resolve their disputes and making
arbitration more attractive.

More importantly, the law encourages disputing parties
to settle amicably in the early stages of a case by reducing
or entirely eliminating the fees, which aligns with SCCA's
mandate to offer mediation as an ADR option.

Separately, the Council of Ministers also approved the
deletion of Article 24(1) of the Arbitration Law, another
legislative step that will reinforce institutional arbitration
practices in Saudi Arabia that are consistent with
international best practices.

In the judicial sphere, figures on the enforcement of
local and foreign arbitration awards in Saudi Arabia during
2021 showed promising signs. A total number of enforced
awards locally has reached 204 arbitral awards issued
in Saudi Arabia and in 12 other countries. The enforced
awards total USD 2.1 billion in value, and the enforcement
process took an average of 13 days.

Acting in its role of representing Saudi Arabia in
arbitration locally and internationally, SCCA announced the
results of its study of Saudi judicial caselaw, which showed
that of the applications to nullify arbitration awards
covered in the study, fewer than 6% were granted. This
shows the Saudi Judiciary’s commitment to compliance
with international practices and the entrenchment of a
supportive, arbitration-friendly environment.

All of the above speaks to one clear truth: SCCA is the
national beacon for the ADR industry in Saudi Arabia, and
year after year it is becoming the preferred international
partner in the industry on both a local and regional level.
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Dr. Hamed Bin Hassan
Merah

If there is a word to describe SCCA in 2021, it is
quality. Quality in performance, quality in service.

Of course, any service provided by any organization
is inseparable from the framework within which it is
provided. Thus, SCCA has worked in the past year to
improve and solidify its framework so all our ADR
services will be more accessible to all clients, with
our work based on the latest industry standards and
practices.

In the past year we have grown SCCA's caseload
in number, size, and variety. In 2021 alone, 82 new
cases with a total value of USD 555 million were
registered. This 587 % annual increase represents
62 % of the total value of cases registered with
SCCA since its establishment. This leads us to say
that 2021 was a year to match all previous years
combined.

In the technical arena, last year the SCCA Board of
Directors adopted several amendments to Appendix
| of the Arbitration Rules, in order to further enable
businesses in all sectors and segments to benefit
from the arbitration services we offer. SCCA also
launched an improved version of its Online Dispute
Resolution (ODR) service — specifically, a new virtual
option, with the best procedures and the latest
technology, for resolving small-scale commercial
disputes quickly and cost-effectively.

Saudi Center
for Commercial Arbitration

Quality has made the most significant impact
in advancing SCCA's standing in the industry,
as reflected in the collaborative partnerships
it has forged with select local and international
partners. Among the most important is our
partnership with the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) at the Hague to promote
arbitration, mediation and other ADR practices,
which commenced with the referral of
international arbitration cases to SCCA as an
appointing authority under the UNCITRAL rules.

SCCA has been placed on the UNCITRAL list of
international arbitration centers as one of three
Arab centers, and one of 19 centers worldwide,
with arbitration rules based on the UNCITRAL
rules and which administers cases and acts
as an appointing authority in accordance with
those rules.

Last year we regisetred the first SCCA case
in which one of the parties is a government
entity, a clear sign of confidence in SCCA and its
services.

Quality of service and performance is what
we rely on, and what we will continue to build on
during this year and the years to come in order
to make SCCA the preferred regional arbitration
partner for all our clients to achieve justice.
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2021 has been another successful year driven by
excellence, far reaching and impactful initiatives,
and record breaking numbers in case filings. The
SCCA Secretariat started its year with the addition of
high-profile international experts to both the SCCA
Rules Advisory Committee and the SCCA Committee
for Administrative Decisions. As for SCCA offerings,
many have been re-evaluated from the ground up
and substantially enhanced.

We started with a call for action to address low-
value claims more efficiently with the help of SCCA's
state-of-the-art ODR platform backed by an updated
ODR Protocolinspired by UNCITRAL's Technical Notes
on ODR. Both, re-launched on 7 July 2021, drew much
attention in the private and public sector, and led to
the first three online filings with awards having been
issued in under 37 days.

Another milestone has been the much-anticipated
new Appendix | on costs and fees, along with more
affordable fee schedules, which entered into force on
1 September 2022. After a comprehensive review, we
are proud to now provide our users with more flexible
and cost efficient solutions.

We also further enhanced and promoted the use of
our mediation offerings by actively pursuing cases
pending before courts or being registered in the early
stages with government.

Our Emergency Mediation Program (EMP) has
been extended and completely upgraded.

Another highlight of the year was SCCAs
initiative to collect and analyze over 540
arbitration-related judgements. The findings
have exceeded expectations and will help build
trust in the judiciary and Saudi Arabia as a
reliable, trustworthy and stable arbitral seat.
SCCAhasalsostrengthenedits collaboration with
the judiciary by assisting with the appointment
of arbitrators. Finally, a vital indicator for a
successful arbitral institution is — at the end
of the day - its caseload. SCCA has again seen
an increase in its core caseloads, international
parties and amounts in dispute exceeding
USD 267 million.

As for a brief 2022 outlook, the SCCA
Secretariat is particularly excited to finalize — in
close cooperation with SCCA's Rules Advisory
Committee — its revision of the SCCA Arbitration
Rules embracing international best practices.
Another highlight will be the implementation of
a custom-made software that will benefit clients
and personnel alike in even further expediting
processes and facilitating the interaction
between all stakeholders. Finally, more a-la-
carte services will be launched in 2022, including
fund holding and management.

19



@ Number of Filings

58

- filings registered in 2021

198

total filings registered
since establishment

9%

increase over 2020

Growth of Registered Filings

Since Launch
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million USD in 2021

increase over 2020

USD 897 million total value of filings registered since launch

Growth of Amount in Dispute % of Total Amount in Dispute by
Since Launch (USD Million) Year Since Launch
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@ Sectors & Nationalities

11 different sectors in 2021
21 different sectors since launch

)

% * % % . *
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: @ Breakdown of Sectors in 2021
involved involved [
in 2021 infilings [
filings since 17 12 7 5 4
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Nationalities
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Construction  Shipping, Real Professional Employment Corporate Other

& Logistics &  Estate Services & Labor Sectors

@ Committee for Administrative Decisions %I Meetings
% |

launch

Nationalities

6 meetings have been held since its inception in 2020

The Committee is a neutral authority, drawing
from the leadership of top institutional
arbitration centers, that offers

Decisions

extensive experience to decide (Tl Within its scope of work, it decided 4 challenges with differing outcomes.
disputes arising during arbitration
proceedings, both in cases
administered by SCCA and those %'
that are not but where the parties %
submit their issue to resoved by

Institutional Actions Taken

SCCA, on its own initiative, dismissed an arbitrator in one of the cases it
administered last year.

thecommittee. Article 14(2): “The Administrator, on its own initiative, may, by final deci-
sion, remove an arbitrator for failing to perform his duties.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
o



Achievements

Meet the members of these committees:
Restructured committees

SCCA added new members to its Rules Advisory Committee and its Committee
for Administrative Decisions, reinforcing the two committees with local and
international arbitration experts, and strengthening the independence and
governance of SCCA committees.

Read more about our service:
@ Launched updated Online Dispute Resolution service

Updated version features Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) platform and an
’!Q update to the ODR Protocol that embraces international best practices.



https://sadr.org/news-details/98?lang=en
https://odr.sadr.org/
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Read more about SCCA's
enhancements to arbitration
accessibility:

Reduced arbitration costs and more flexible payment
options

SCCA reduced arbitrator fees by up to 30% and replaced the filing fee with a new
registration fee that is now credited towards the administrative fee. Further,
parties can now agree to alternative fee arrangements.

Released findings of study of Saudi judgements on e
arbitration-related matters

Our study covered 540 arbitration-related decisions issued by Appeal Courts
between 2017 and 2021.

Read more about our latest service:

Launched Mediation Facilitation Service

A service to facilitate the agreement to mediate between parties with no prior
arrangement to resolve disputes through mediation in accordance with SCCA

Rules.


https://sadr.org/emp-mfs?lang=en
https://sadr.org/adrservices-accessible_arbitration?lang=en
https://sadr.org/assets/uploads/Caselaw_Study_Key_Findings_EN.pdf
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W Business Meetings

Horizontal
and vertical
engagement

with business sectors,
the legal community,
and relevant
governmental and
international bodies

SCCA met with a wide range of rele-
vant government and private-sector
actors to introduce its latest ADR
services and foster a positive image of
Saudi Arabia as a safe and reliable place
for arbitration.

Saudi Center
for Commercial Arbitration

137+

Business
Meetings

%S Government sector

Private sector

Diplomatic and
international
organizations

Business
community
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Private sector
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W Business Meetings

Diplomatic and
international organizations

4

U

International Legal Organizations
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Memorandums of Understanding & Cooperation Agreements

Collaboration
to further the ADR To promote institutional arbitration and mediation while enhancing the role
industry and serve that these practices can play in business growth, SCCA signed
business sectors 7 cooperation agreements and MOUs with leading international ADR

institutions and key Saudi organizations.

@ Saudi Institutions @ International Arbitration Institutions
2ot Juilgn SAUDI EXPORTS

7> MAWANI
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@ Areas of cooperation: @ Areas of cooperation:
. ADR . Improved drafting of
1 awareness-raising 2 dispute resolution 3 ADRfacilitation 1 Provision of arbitration 2 Logistical support in
clauses and mediation services arbitration cases
- Training and - Workshops and - Skill-building for arbitrators - Training and events - Exchange of arbitrator and

4 mediator recommendations
and nominations
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Memorandum of Understanding & Cooperation Agreements

Signing ceremony of the cooperation agreement with the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
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Signing ceremony of the memorandum of understanding
with Saudi Ports Authority (MAWANI)
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Signing ceremony of the memorandum of understanding
with The National Center for Family Business
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Engagement
with...

the arbitration
community and
business sectors

In the past year, SCCA has organized, participated in, and sponsored of a series of outreach
events to introduce itself and its services, and to promote provisions for SCCA-administered
dispute resolution in contracts and agreements.

16

partners

145,000

participant
and viewers
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Participation Participantion
Format: Type:
* -
@ Events in Detail
Virtual_ AttendEe Sponsu:hip
[_
In-pers; Remar: Organiza?m
Webinar Webinar
ADR and Its Impact on the The National ADR
Telecom and IT Sector: 2 awareness campaign
@i'—. Saudi Arabia and @

International Practice

\\\—- ciloal )l &yidig caylaiyl ..‘"

’CITC Communications & Information d_dLall CU [Jg ’
: Technology Commission Mini;try of Finance -\‘\. =2
Webinar Online Conference
@4 YMG World Tour - Middle @5 Saudi Law
East and Turkey Conference (3)

SAUDI LAW CONFERENCE
ugilall ynagawll joigall

ClArb TR P
evolving to resolve alobug aolaiws Jlocl &y pisi ;e o

Language:

—

Arabic

=

English

Webinar

03

70th Islamic Banking &
Finance Discussion Series

P un]lr_"mjm_"u:nla."

[D) NTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC ENIVERSITY

o S d

Webinar

06

t’f@v United Nations

N

L

CISG@40 Celebration
Conference

UNCITRAL


https://sadr.org/news-details/97?lang=en

https://twitter.com/CFKC_KSA/status/1364832045789249541
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQy7GRkK-hg

w Events in Detail

Conference Webinar
Institutional Arbitration:
@7 SCA Construction @ The Concept and the
Conference (2) Practical Reality in the
Region

Grlgld o llangowllaiygll
Saudi Contractors Authority

Workshop Webinar
ADR environment in KSA and
A New Chapterin
. . . Rel A h
ﬂ'@ the Saudi Arbitration ﬂ'ﬂ' elated Updates Among the

Japanese Business Community

Industry
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cossaponmze  JCEME  JETRO

'CITC Communications & Information o, 5

ﬂ: Technology Commission i\
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Japan External Trade Organization
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Webinar

@@ Saudi Commercial
Attaché Webinar

o
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Webinar

2 ADR and Its Impact
1 on Sport Industry
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https://sadr.org/news-details/109?lang=en

https://sadr.org/news-details/114?lang=en

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9ygCYUT7b4

@ Events in Detail

Webinar

The Saudi ADR
Industry: Latest
Reforms and
Developments

duageun Jlwpe Jlal il
Federation of Saudi Chambers

Podcast

Participation Participantion
Format: Type:

Virtual_ Attend;e Sponso:hip
In-perscT Remarg Organizgan

Webinar

14,

Developments in
Arbitration and
Mediation in Saudi Arabia

ArbDB Chambers
N IBI=Y \oBITRATORS, MEDIATORS
& DISPUTE BOARD MEMBERS

Seminar

Language:
—
=
Workshop
Meeting of the
15 Saudi-Czech
Business Council

An Update
on the SCCA

ReedSmith

Quinn Emanuel Seminar
with the Business & Legal
Communities in Saudi Arabia
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https://sadr.org/news-details/123?lang=en

https://twitter.com/Sadrorg/status/1437043918269566981
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-exs3i-110aa0c?utm_campaign=w_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=w_share

@ Events in Detail
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Conference Seminar Symposium
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Webinar

EVERSHEDS
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Webinar
R The Singapore
Alternative Dispute Convention one year on
Zjl. Resolutions for Exporters: 22 _ Mediation in KSA

Solutions and Options
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N2 UNCITRAL
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL_REZsvaMw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxJ33zlJuiU

w Events in Detail

Symposmm In order to strengthen ties with the arbitration community and business sectors
at the regional and international levels, SCCA held an international symposium
2021 Arbitration In at Dubai Arbitration Week in November 2021 featuring dignitaries from the
y
. . Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Commerce. The symposium was held in
With and Around Saudi partnership with six international law firms and attended by a large number of
Arabia business leaders, general counsels, and lawyers for a discussion of the latest

developments and future of the commercial arbitration industry in Saudi Arabia

BiLoaiil B3

Ministry of Commerce

~§.

%@@; Symposium Partners

Freshfields
Bruckhaus
Deringer

EVERSHEDS
SUTHERLAND

and the region.

N
AW HErRBERT
?// — SMITH

I\ FREEHILLS DLA PIPER

/,

ReedSmith CiLypegCo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL_REZsvaMw
https://sadr.org/assets/uploads/Dubai_Symposium_Speakers_Quotes.pdf

@ Events in Detail
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Professional Development Programs Annual Report 2021

7 T International Fellowship
// in Commercial Arbitration CIlArb Enrollment by module
evolving to resolve
462 candidates enrolled in fellowship program @ e &
across three cohorts in January, June, and October.
X Module 1 Module 2 Module 3
The program enables successful candidates to
287 50 125

attain CIArb membership and to join an elite class
of international arbitrators.
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SCCA wrapped up the sixth edition of the program in Riyadh and ® ® ®
Jeddah providing those enrolled with the

necessary knowledge and skills to practice commercial
mediation in accordance with the latest international practices.

@f Mediation
// in Commercial Disputes program
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-2-d9whsBE

https://sadr.org/assets/uploads/Saudi_Arabia_the_story_continu%20-%20Copy%201.pdf

@ SCCA Arabic Moot

ﬁf ) Conclusion of the SCCA Arabic Moot (2)
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. . § T // Organizing Partners
In April 2021, SCCA wrapped up the GCC edition of ' *

the Arabic Moot in Commercial Arbitration. The | CLDP

moot involved 54 teams with 294 students in a agliall gyl pusadll duslio
o . . SCCA Arabic Moot
seven-month journey, from the filing of claimant 0s Eaton i COMMRCAL AW DIVLOPMINT PROGRAN
and respondent memoranda to oral proceedings. RN . .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCno5asuN74
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Communications
Activities

Objectives

Communication Activities

Saudi Center
for Commercial Arbitration

7

T Publicize SCCA and its services and
7Ie activities

=

Highlight Saudi Arabia’s efforts to foster
the ADR industry

Raise awareness and promote the culture
of arbitration and mediation
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., Saudi Center for Commercial Arbitration {SCCA) + Follow #e»
TR - foliowers

How does #5CCA make its package of arbitration services easier for the business
sectors?

For more information: https://Inkd.in/erfvPpul

#Accessible_arbitration

sCCA Fee calculator
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Institutional Arbitration Is Now More Accessible
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In their pursuit of strong partnern

svnsioll e Soullt Bl pskil sagp> oo international #ADR institutions,
allia] o 20 jaay Sileeldl paS=ill Sageull (S5l Permanent Gourt of Arbitration (BP0A CPA)in The
oo dalaiwnll Sl puSmall Aalniol] aslgall” (dasdall Hague hava signed a cooperaticn agreement to
b Sagaaall slasll jgs Ly "asge ]l aulasll elEsy] coordinate efforts between the two institutions.
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Cooperation agreement signed by
I the SCCA and the PCA
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GTM National Campaign for ADR Awareness

Campaign slogan Claimid_s)ladll_cleljiF

This campaign implements High Order No. 15697 of 20/3/1442H, corresponding to 6/11/2020CE, which directed
a number of relevant ministries and entities from the public, private, and professional sectors to ‘prepare a

campaign to inform individuals and businesses about the effectiveness of alternative dispute resolution, and
urge parties to make use of it.”

e | 12 14 ewo || Duration
newspapers covered the campaign participants CEL One week, from 20/2/2021

=—| 144,000 EZE 1,563 | 4

hOA viewings of campaign Webinar tweets using campaign hashtag £545 television channels covered the campaign
7 p he business ad d Publicize ADR and its role in achievi
Campaian Topics + Present the business advantages an 9 ublicize and its role in achieving
@ palg P 1 benefits of using ADR 2 justice and economic prosperity
3 - Encourage and promote 4 - Explain how parties can access ADR 5 - Present Saudi Arabia’s leadership and its
the use of ADR

legislative and regulatory readiness in ADR

dyudliil aibgll jpall N *E ” W
¢ NATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS CENTER P-ll—C-!Jl 0]']9 X ",X = 5
e Ministry of Media L B kosesl! 3313 d_ulLall &lj
* @ b ylomitl 2358 4 19
@ partlclpants IRy O oo Ministrv of Finance
@ 2 -
] o . o [ S50
el ! ‘
_-— PO e (_‘l,ltLLO
Julgill —m disemuiibgt iaiad ¥ SOl monshaat
il | ‘ngﬂCGCI ~ Federation of Saudi Chambers ~ ; R S



s 71 EAlArabiva K54 8 Aussal A yall P

o pusilizall ehamall ol ol le "ole el Gpud” | Al dl 4 g Ames
lphiolis 5ok . Rusgmandl
dag_s;loall_delyi®

~

-

Saudi Center
for Commercial Arbitration
Annual Report 2021

d T HashaSA B Gragaadl Glild
ool glhalls dngtall clgally el wlmal o sie o Gl 85 Loe,
Aot Jil diegill AulegR alosll glbl dny § pitg deigall eliglly

ylll cicliall

gl o5l clol ot

duibgll dlaall

B vle sl allis incws
@Maaljadaan

Hlad ols Bl Gaapiall eyl ool AsgS> gl
asllaslt# g ablugll# g puleall#t S olejliall digaus
aty s ood 5l o L) Lo) thioydasiy Limyyis Lpincog
8 pdlay Leu 8501 allanll  guasig ladiwily Jlacl
Aol diuuell duosill  §uazei

e s leall_alelyi#

Bria
abluwglly puSmall” oy lsed] el jliol] agans Jily
Yl geosd azsiall sas Alsle ol "asdlaslly
Asallell Sl loall Jasl s8g JlacVl azy (58 dadl im0

Ao o5 bl alcliis

—H . 2.2 R
s 800
O sy
R G £ S e S i =5

£ljillalla yghly Imblgl cya ga |

agand Moy o g e gt siknd
A (1l sl ki ik btk

asgila
s el
o -

o sl
Jalsg
T

- &
- ] [ b~ g it
L]
D and
S I

S sy ) e

Twather for IPhone © T-T1 ulu “RTAT Twitter for IPhone * Torh ulub 7o s dory
ejlindl Bygaud Jilay dusgll
clbac] VRl Gl T s dale] WY olne] TOF Sl Bl 0 i ol 1¥Y
& ) L L] & o T S
2 Y] 1 s}
S e o g Al
e
s -t e Ty T ST N PN VPR g By PRSPy SO PRSI TSP e
ey
S — gl mph
Syl e """“"" ¥ Sl ciph_ b
. ! ot Sanyd
¥ -
dblwgll Jigibl I

Laljo

wylaill @asaill

LAl 8 sy G g o et | 1




@ International Publishing

Given its mandate to represent Saudi Arabia internationally in the arbitration industry, SCCA published analytical

articles in specialized ADR media to highlight Saudi Arabia’s quantum leap in the development of ADR industry.

Report on Saudi Arabia Middle Eastern and African Arbitration Review 2021 l

Read the article:

%‘ Publication Date @ Publisher
Q) 8 June 2021 GAR

o}

The report details how ADR facilitates access to justice in Saudi Arabia, the approach taken by the
Saudi Government to align its national legislation with international standards and best practices,
and the key actors establishing a solid foundation for the industry.

Saudi Arabia: The Story Continues

' Read the article:

[ coco N

Saudi Arabia - the story continues

3% Publication Date Publisher
887Y) 1 September 2021 GAR

The article highlights the evolution of commercial arbitration in Saudi Arabia and
the pioneering role played by SCCA in advancing the industry’s growth in Saudi
Arabia. It also highlights the package of enhancements the SCCA launched last

August to facilitate access to its services for businesses.


https://sadr.org/assets/uploads/Saudi_Arabia_the_story_continu%20-%20Copy%201.pdf
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DO Q@ sadrorg

+966 920003625




